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Used Needles (Medical Sharps) 

Used needles can be thrown away using one of 
two methods: 

 

 1. Free 

  or 

 2. Fee 
 



Used Needles (Medical Sharps) Disposal 

The Free Method 

Safely throw needles in the trash by: 
• Placing in a plastic jug or metal can (to encapsulate sharps) 

• Taping lid 

• Writing “Do Not Recycle” on outside of container 

• Placing container in a plastic or paper grocery bag 

• And placing in the trash 

 



Used Needles (Medical Sharps) Disposal 

 The Fee Method 

– Use a Biohazardous Medical Waste Transporter  

• Refer to ADEQ’s Biohazardous Medical Waste 
Transporter Directory at: 

     static.azdeq.gov/wpd/biohaz_med_waste_transp_list.pdf 

– Fees vary by transporter. Please call to get quotes 

 

Transporters will deliver used needles to a 
treatment facility.  After treatment, the needles are 
disposed of at a landfill permitted to accept treated 
biohazardous medical waste.  

 
 

 



Used Needles (Medical Sharps) disposal 

Why put used needles in containers before 
placing in the trash? 

 To discourage trash pickers from taking 
needles out of trash 

 To protect landfill workers 

 To prevent fluids/blood from potentially 
leaking into soil and groundwater 



Prescription Drug Disposal 

 Discarded Drugs   
 
 Any prescription medicine or over-the-counter medicine used 

in the treatment, or immunization of a human being or 
animal, that the generator intends to abandon. The term does 
not include hazardous waste or controlled substances 
regulated by the United States Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 

 

  

 



Prescription Drug Disposal  



Prescription Drug Disposal 

 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
hosts National Take Back Days twice a year. 
Check website for current dates. DOES NOT 
include hazardous waste 

 April 27th 

– takebackday.dea.gov 

– Do not flush medicines  

    down the toilet 

 

 

 
 



Prescription Drug Disposal 

Why dispose of prescription or over-the-counter 
drugs this way? 

To protect our soil, water and 
groundwater 



Household Hazardous Waste 

 Examples of Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 

 Batteries 

 Lead-Acid Batteries (automotive) 

 Household Batteries 

 Pesticides 

 Solvents and Paint 

 Aerosols  

 Compact Fluorescent Bulbs (CFL’s) and other Mercury 
containing Lamps 

 

 

 

 



Household Hazardous Waste 

 Most cities provide Household Hazardous 
Waste events throughout the year.  Please 
check with your city to find out when and 
where these events will be held.   

– Will need to show proof of residence 

– Ask what HHW your city will take 

 AZRecycles:  azrecycles.gov   

 Recycle Search (top left button) 

– Will provide recyclers in your area that will take 
your HHW. 



Contact Information 

 ADEQ Home Page 

– azdeq.gov 

 Waste Inspections and Compliance Line  

– 602-771-4673 

 Waste Programs Home Page 

– azdeq.gov/WPD 

 Solid Waste Home Page 

– azdeq.gov/solidwaste 

 Waste Programs Permits and Plan Review Unit 

– 602-771-4123 



 

Questions? 

 

 

 



Contact Information  

Solid Waste Inspections and Compliance Team 
 

Jason Rushmeyer, Compliance Officer 
602-771-4217 
rushmeyer.jason@azdeq.gov 

Justyn Beach, Compliance Officer 
602-771-0264 
beach.justyn@azdeq.gov 

Anthony Stone, Compliance Officer 
602-771-4698 
stone.anthony@azdeq.gov 

Katie Phillips, Compliance Officer 
602-771-4110 
Phillips.Katherine@azdeq.gov 
 

Ray Rivera, Compliance Officer 
602-771-4881 
rgr@azdeq.gov 

Heather Blanchard, Enforcement Officer 
602-771-2228 
blanchard.heather@azdeq.gov 

Michelle Ogburn, Unit Manager 
602-771-6623 
Ogburn.michelle@azdeq.gov 

Terry Baer,  Section Manager 
602-771-4849 
baer.terry@azdeq.gov 
 


